
AmeriCorps School Turnaround Act 

 

Too many of our struggling schools face challenges meeting the vast needs of students and 

providing struggling students with the resources they need to succeed. Turning a low-performing 

school into a school where all students receive a quality education can be difficult. It will take 

teachers, administrators, counselors, and community members working together to improve 

opportunities and outcomes for struggling students at these schools.   

 

The AmeriCorps School Turnaround Act will help mobilize national service participants to 

work with low-performing schools. Under the Act, non-profit organizations and other eligible 

entities will be able to partner with schools to implement school turnaround strategies to help 

students increase their academic achievement, improve attendance and high school graduation 

rates, provide college advising and assistance, and improving readiness for college and careers.  

 

The School Turnaround AmeriCorps Program places cohorts of AmeriCorps public 

service members in schools to implement school turnaround interventions in low-

performing schools in both urban and rural areas. This bill would create a partnership 

between the Department of Education (ED) and the Corporation for National and Community 

Services (CNCS) that seeks to empower individuals interested in national service to help 

transform the lives of young people and improve academic outcomes in persistently low-

performing schools.  National service programs can provide invaluable support to elementary 

and secondary schools and have a proven record of helping improve academic achievement.    

 

This bill could help strengthen and accelerate interventions in low-performing schools 

across the country.  These volunteers help local schools serve students by providing 

support which enables schools to: 

 Extend learning time 

 Offer individual support 

 Provide college and career planning advisors, improve school safety 

 Increase graduation rates through creating early warning systems or credit-recovery 

systems or re-engagement systems 

 

The AmeriCorps School Turnaround Act would expand the partnership between the 

Department of Education and CNCS and help thousands of children increase their chances 

of excelling at school.  It would further give local school districts and non-profits the ability to 

tailor national service participants’ skills to the needs of their students. 

 

Supporting Organizations: America’s Promise Alliance, America Forward, AmeriCorps 

Alums, Berea College, Black Foot Community Center,  Blue Engine, Blueprint Schools 

Network, Campus Comact, Citizen Schools, City Year, College Possible, Innovation in Civic 

Participation, Jumpstart, Maine Commission for Community Service, Massachusetts Service 

Alliance,  Minnesota Alliance with Youth, New Leaders, Ohio Association of Foodbanks, 

Playworks, Public Allies, Reading Partners, ReNEW Schools, Serve Colorado, Serve Ohio, 

Service Nation, Springfield College, Teach for America, True North AmeriCorps, Duluth Area 

YMCA, Turnaround for Children, uAspire, Voices for National Service, YouthBuild USA. 

 


